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Court Interpreter’s Impact on Question Control in Courtroom

Shen Lu

Abstract: Question-and-answer is a typical communication method in the court inquiry stage of the hearing of a criminal
case. Due to power imbalances and fierce conflicts among different parties, a party which is vested with more power is likely
to control answers via various means so as to fulfill the preset objectives of questioning. However, with a court interpreter in-
troduced into the interaction, such control can be independent of the questioner’ s own will. A court interpreter exerts an im-
pact on the questioning control to a varying degree. This study is intended to probe into how a court interpreter plays a positive
or negative role in transferring primary and process control of questions based on the question control theory and shed some
light on better cooperation between the court interpreter and the judge and the prosecutor to improve the quality and efficiency
of court hearing of criminal cases against foreigners.

Key Words: court interpreter; question; answer; primary control; process control
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An Adaptation Theoretic Account of Vocatives

Yuan Yuan

Abstract: The prior studies focus on vocatives from a sociolinguistic perspective and ignore the pragmatic factors, such
as language reality and psychological motives. Recently, many scholars turn to discussing the pragmatic strategies used in
vocatives. This paper sets out to introduce the definition of vocatives and Verschueren’ s adaptation theory. Then it analyzes,
in light of the theory, the examples from some live Chinese talk shows and the relationship between vocative and identity con-
struction.

Keywords: vocative; adaptation theory; talk show; identity construction
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