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An Empirical Study on Interpreting Competence Structures in Student Interpreters

DONG Yanping' , CAI Rendong”, ZHAO Nan', LIN Jiexuan’

( Center for Linguistics and Applied Linguistics' , School of English and Education’ , Faculty of English
Language and Culture’ , Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou 510420, China)

Abstract: Altogether 19 tests (including English-Chinese and Chinese-English consecutive interpreting, tests of lan-
guage skills, different measures of WM spans, etc. ) were conducted on a group of third-year English majors who had
just completed two semesters of interpreting training. Based on the analysis of correlations between the interpreting
scores and the other test scores, a valid structural equation model was established for English-Chinese consecutive in-
terpreting. The results indicate that, for student interpreters, although language skills are important to English-Chi-
nese interpreting performance, these skills mostly function through the mediation of psychological competence which
includes interpreting anxiety, English listening span and Chinese speaking span. Interpreting anxiety, which was the
only factor correlated with both directions of interpreting, plays a significant role in interpreting performance. Inter-
preting training is perhaps a process to learn to integrate and coordinate relevant capabilities to perform the demanding
task of interpreting.

Key words: interpreting competence; psychological competence; language competence; student interpreters; struc-

tural equation modelling
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